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1. Introduction 

The Swiss PEFC scheme („Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes“) for 

the certification of sustainable forest management (SFM) is based on the requirements of the 

„PEFC International Standards“ in their currently applicable version. These standards have been 

adopted by the general assembly of PEFCC. 

PEFC Switzerland is member of the PEFC Council and is constantly improving the own, national 

system. This includes the revision of its technical documentation every five years. 

To improve the readability of the documents, the male form is used for all denominations of 

persons. But these refer to both males and females. 

The present basic document of the system outlines the requirements of the certification scheme 

for sustainable forest management (SFM) in Switzerland that was developed within the frame- 

work of the PEFC process. 

The certification scheme follows the succeeding objectives: 
 

a) Documentation and improvement of SFM, 
 

b) Improvement of the image of forestry and its market partners, 
 

c) Marketing support for wood and wood products from SFM. 
 

The forest certification scheme shall give the consumer the guaranty, that products with 

the PEFC label come from forest enterprises applying a sustainable and particular 

environmentally and socially sound forest management. 
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2. Scope 
 

This basic document applies to the certification of SFM and defines the principles of the certifica- 

tion system PEFC Switzerland. 

The overall system is described in  this  basic  document  plus  the  documents  listed  in  

Section 3, References. 

For the chain of custody certification PEFC Switzerland adopts the rules of the international 

standard PEFC ST 2002:2020. The German translation of this document without any alterations 

is part of the Swiss system. 

The „PEFC Logo Usage Rules“(PEFC ST 2001:2020), which define rights and duties for the 

individual user of the label, are part of the Swiss system without any alterations, too. 
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3. References 

Basis for issuance of PEFC certificates for SFM in Switzerland are the Normative Documents of 

PEFC Switzerland. They are based on the PEFC International Standards1: 

PEFC ST 1001:2010: Standard Setting - Requirements 

PEFC ST 1002:2010: Group Forest Management Certification - Requirements 

PEFC ST 1003:2010: Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements 
PEFC ST 2001:2008 v2: PEFC Logo Usage Rules - Requirements 

PEFC ST 2002:2010: Chain of Custody of Forest Based Products - Requirements 

PEFC ST 2003:2012: Requirements for Certification Bodies operating Certification against the PEFC Inter- 
national Chain of Custody Standard 
Annex 1: Terms and Definitions 

Annex 6: Certification and Accreditation Procedures 

Annex 7: The Endorsement and Mutual Recognition of National Schemes and their Revision 

 

There are more documents relevant for the system of PEFC Switzerland. It has to be 

distinguished between Normative Documents (ND) as direct certification basis and Mandatory 

Guide- lines (VL), which regulate the operating mode of the whole system or certain procedures. 

Other documents (SD) serve as additional explanations. The following documents exist: 

 

 

Status No. Title 

Normative Documents 

ND 001 Requirements for group certification 

ND 002 Requirement for the certification of individual enterprises 

ND 003 Standards for forest management 

ND 004 Chain of Custody requirements 

ND 005 Logo rules 

Mandatory Guidelines 

VL 001 Principles of the certification scheme PEFC Switzerland 

VL 002-1 Requirements for certification bodies - COC 

VL 002-2 Requirements for certification bodies - FM 

VL 003 Dispute settlement procedures 

VL 004 Standard revision procedures 

VL 005 Notification of Certification Bodies Issuance of Logo Usage 
Licenses 

Other Documents 

SD 001 Terms and definitions 

SD 002 Scale of fees 

SD 003 Statutes 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



PEFC Switzerland 

VL 001 Principles of the certification system 7 of 12 

 

 

1 
http://www.pefc.org/standards/technical-documentation/pefc-international-standards-2010 

http://www.pefc.org/standards/technical-documentation/pefc-international-standards-2010
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4. Basic Elements of the Certification System 

 
4.1. Certification Standards 

 
4.1.1. Principles of the Certification Standards 

 

The criteria of the system are based on the six Helsinki criteria for SFM, the Pan-European 

indicators for SFM and the Pan-European operational level guidelines for SFM. They comply with 

the requirements for standards for SFM as defined by PEFC International. On this basis and 

considering the national conditions in Switzerland, concrete certification standards were 

determined. They comprehend all forest functions (economic, ecological and social). 

 
4.1.2. Development of the Certification Standards 

 

The certification standards were developed according to the requirements of the mandatory 

guideline VL 004 „Standard revision procedures“. All relevant stakeholder groups were involved. 

They are regularly checked by PEFC Switzerland in order to find out possible needs of 

completion and / or change, especially regarding new scientific knowledge. If necessary, they 

will be adapted. This regular check is an essential element of the process of continuous 

improvement in the PEFC procedure. 

 
4.2. Levels of application 

 

The principles valid for the determination of the certification units (=area units to be assessed) 

are non-discrimination, voluntariness and cost-effectiveness. PEFC distinguishes between two 

different levels: 

 
4.2.1. Group certification 

 
Representatives of certain forest owner categories or individual forest owners can apply for a 

group certification. Applicants and participants shall be defined unambiguously. Compliance with 

all regulations of the system is required from all forest owners participating in the group 

certification. 

 
4.2.3. Certification of individual enterprises 

 
Individual forest owners can apply for a certification of their enterprise, if they wish so. 

 
4.3. Certification bodies and auditors 

 

Auditors appointed by independent, accredited certification bodies check the compliance with 

the regulations of PEFC Switzerland. The certification bodies shall be firstly accredited according 

to international rules for the certification system PEFC Switzerland, and secondly notified by 

PEFC Switzerland. 
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The auditors appointed for certification shall have sufficient personal and professional 

qualification for executing audits. 

Requirements for certification bodies and auditors are defined in a separate document (VL 002 

“Requirements for certification bodies and auditors”). 

 
5. Overview of structures, procedures and the certification process 

Decision making body of PEFC Switzerland is the PEFC steering committee. The PEFC secretariat 

is responsible for system administration. A certification body accredited according to SN EN 

45011 is responsible for the independent control of the compliance with system regulations. 

The requirements for the PEFC certification process are based on SN EN-Norm 45011. 

 

 
6. Certification process 

 
The following steps should be basic elements of the certification process: 

 

1. Application 

2. Pre-audit 

3. Certification audit 

a. Examination of system and documents 

b. Plausibility check 

c. On-site audit 

d. Evaluation 

4. Certificate issuance, validity, withdrawal 

 
Depending on the level of application the specific steps can have a different weighting. 

 
6.1. Application 

 

The application on implementing the certification is submitted to the accredited certification 

body by the applicant (depending on the level of certification). The formless application includes 

the documents required for the respective level of certification. 

 
6.2. Pre-audit 

 
On a voluntary basis the certification body can carry out a pre-audit preceding the real audit. 

The objective of this pre-audit is to guarantee that all requirements for the certification are 

taken into account in the application. The implementation of this pre-audit is supposed to avoid 

a time loss due to formal insufficiencies. 
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6.3. Certification audit 

 
6.3.1. Examination of system and documents 

 

Documents and procedures, which have to be developed and implemented by the applicant, 

form the basis for certification, and are used by the notified certification body to check the 

compliance with the PEFC requirements. 

The audit will occur under the following aspects: 

• Formal completeness of the report as well as a realization of the procedure in the 

examined area unit, that is conform with the system. 

• Examination of the actual forest management regarding the fulfilment of the PEFC re- 

quirements. 

• Definition, the implementation and the effectiveness of the procedures for system 

stability. 

• Consideration of relevant information from external parties as appropriate. 

The certification body produces a report on the results of the evaluation carried out and pre- 

sents it to the applicants. 

A resume of the most important results shall be made accessible to the public. 

 
6.3.2. Plausibility check 

 
The certification body can conduct a plausibility check of the facts included in the documents on 

the respective level of application (on-site / in the office). 

 
6.3.3. On-site audit 

 

6.3.3.1. Basics 

In the scope of a PEFC certification the on-site audits are a tool for controlling the forest own- 

ers, who have applied for or have declared their participation in the certification system. The 

examination is carried out by the auditors of an accredited certification body. 

Within the on-site audits 

• the compliance with the PEFC standards and 

• the implementation of the procedures for system stability 

are examined in the participating forest enterprises respectively organisational units. 

Depending on the level of application (group, enterprise) suitable sampling procedures are 

implemented. The criteria for sampling refer to the requirements of the IAF guide 62. 
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6.3.3.2. Implementation 

a) Process 

 

The certification body shall fix point of time and process of the audit coordinated with the unit 

which shall be certified (audit plan). 

 

The first on-site-audits shall be carried out in the scope auf the certification audit. During the 

validity period of the certificate the on-site-audits shall be conducted as surveillance audits an- 

nually. At this, criteria for calculating the sample size should be considered as appropriate. 

 

By the means of a checklist which includes all standards the auditor checks the compliance of 

the forest enterprise with the standards and the implementation of the procedures for sys-tem 

stability. 

 

b) Participants 
 

The forest owner decides if other interested persons may participate. Access to confidential in- 

formation has to be given to the auditor exclusively. In order to ensure the confidentiality 

suitable measures shall be carried out during the audit. 

 

c) Major and minor non-conformities, room for improvements and sanctions 
 

Non-conformities, room for improvements and sanctions are handled according to ND 003 

„Standards for Forest Management“, from paragraph 3.11 onwards. 

 

d) Reporting 

 

After the annual on-site-audits the certification body generates an audit report and informs the 

regional working group about the results. In the report the actual percentage of certified forest 

area which has been audited shall be stated. 

 
The PEFC secretariat will be informed about the details of the examinations on request and will 

get a copy of the audit report for information and for publication in extracts on the website. 

 
6.3.4. Evaluation 

 
The positive evaluation by the certification body results in the issuance of a certificate to the 

applicant. In case of a negative evaluation the process can either be put to a hold or corrective 

actions referring to the non-conformities with the PEFC requirements observed by the certifica- 

tion body can be defined by the applicants. 

 
6.3.5. Adaptive and corrective measures 

 

If the certification body determines non-conformities which result in corrective actions, the ap- 

plicant will have to be implemented these measures within a period of time fixed by the certifi- 

cation body. 
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6.4. Certificate issuance, validity and withdrawal 
 

After the positive evaluation by the certification body, the applicant gets a certificate from the 

certification body, which displays both the logo of the certification body and the logo of the ac- 

creditation body. 

The certificate has a validity of five years. This period of time starts with the positive attestation 

of conformity by the certification body. 

The certificate holder has the possibility to dismiss its participation in the PEFC-system at any 

time by informing the certification body. 

In case of major non-conformities the certificate body can withdraw the certificate. 

PEFC Switzerland will be not liable or responsible for damages which occur to the participating 

forest owners if PEFC International denies the re-endorsement, if a confirmation of participation 

is withdrawn. 

 
6.5. Re-audits 

 

In a cycle of five years the certification body carries out re-audits in order to guarantee, that the 

applicant continues to comply with the requirements. 

The requirements on the re-audit principally match with those of the first audit. Anyhow the 

presently valid requirements have to be obeyed. 

 

 
7. Dispute settlement 

 
7.1. Submission of complaints 

 

If doubts exist that the participating forest owner complies with the requirements of this sys- 

tem description and / or other technical documents, a third party can apply for an assessment of 

the issue. 

This can result in the withdrawal of certificates or confirmations of participation. 

 
7.2. Procedure for dispute settlement 

 

When needed the procedure of dispute settlement shall be initiated. In case that a certificate 

holder or a participating forest owner does not agree with the result of the assessment, a 

dispute settlement body will be called by the PEFC steering committee according to the 

statutes. The procedures are defined in a separate document (VL 003 “Dispute settlement 

procedure”). 


